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	United States Department of Agriculture

Rural Development

	

	Rural Business-Cooperative Service ( Rural Housing Service ( Rural Utilities Service

Washington, DC  20250


February 25, 2004

Mr. John Manager
Manager
Peoples Telephone Company               
P.O. Box 1
Hometown, Goodstate  00001     
SUBJECT:
2003 Financial and Statistical Report
for Telecommunications Borrowers (Form 479)
The Rural Utilities Service’s Telecommunications Program is pleased to announce that the Data Collection System (DCS) is once again ready to receive on line Internet submissions of Form 479, Financial and Statistical Report for Telecommunications Borrowers.  The form remains unchanged from last year.  A quick review of general information pertaining to the DCS can be found on the page that accompanies this letter.
The Personal Identification Number (PIN) needed to complete and submit the form on line remains the same as it has been for the last two years.  If you have lost your PIN please contact one of the people listed on the Form 479 page of the DCS web site. For your protection, it is our policy only to send the PIN by way of a letter to the manager, since the PIN not only enables the submission of new data but also permits the downloading of historical data.  We recommend that the PIN be given only to the individual who is responsible for Form 479 in your organization.

Your Form 479 is due in RUS no later than March 31, 2004.  Thank you for your cooperation in submitting this report.  
We are also enclosing a copy of the Form 87, Request for Mail List Data.  If any of the names, addresses, or other data on the form have changed recently for your organization, please complete the Form 87 and submit it along with the signed certification page for your Form 479.  Thank you for helping us keep our borrower data current.
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ROBERTA D. PURCELL

Assistant Administrator

Telecommunications Program

Enclosures
The Data Collection System (DCS)

The Data Collection System (DCS) web site is located at http://dcs.usda.gov.  The site has links to the pages for the Form 7, Form 12 and Form 479.  Most of you have already downloaded the program and installed it.  You will not need to reinstall it unless you have uninstalled the program.  All updates come to you automatically.  If you need to reinstall the program, there are links for this and the Getting Started Guide on the Form 479 page.  Follow the instructions to install and run the program.  Also available on the Form 479 page is RUS Bulletin 1744-2, Instructions for Preparing Financial and Statistical Reports for Telecommunications Borrowers, which has detailed instructions for completing the Form 479.

When you first use the DCS this year you will need to create a new year on the “Select Form Part For Input” screen.  To create a new year (2003) select “Options” from the menu and then “Create New Year”.  The “Create New Year For Data Entry” window will appear.  This window should have 2003 as the new year to create. .  If it does, click the “Create New Year” button and the system will create the new year and return to the “Select Form Part For Input” screen.  If the window prompts you to create the new year 2004, you have already created the year 2003.

Instructions for Contacting RUS

Information about whom to contact at RUS for help completing the form and for help using the program is provided on the web site and in the “Getting Started Guide.”  The following addresses are provided for mailing the signed certification page that is required no matter what method of filing is used:

Kenneth Kuchno, Director



Ken B. Chandler, Director

USDA/RUS/Eastern Area – Telecom


USDA/RUS/Southwest Area - Telecom
STOP 1599, Room 2844



STOP 1597, Room 2808
1400 Independence Avenue SW


1400 Independence Avenue SW 
Washington, DC  20250-1599


Washington, DC  20250-1597





Jerry H. Brent, Director





USDA/RUS/Northwest Area - Telecom




STOP 1595, Room 2835





1400 Independence Avenue SW





Washington, DC  20250-1595

Rural Development is an Equal Opportunity Lender, Provider, and Employer

Complaints of discrimination should be sent to:

USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Washington, DC  20250-9410
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