	[image: image2.png]




	

	United States Department of Agriculture

Rural Development

	

	Rural Business-Cooperative Service ( Rural Housing Service ( Rural Utilities Service

Washington, DC  20250


February 11, 2003


Mr. John Manager
Manager
Peoples Telephone Company               
P.O. Box 1
Hometown, Goodstate  00001     
SUBJECT:
2002 Financial and Statistical Report



For Telecommunications Borrowers (Form 479)

The Rural Utilities Service (RUS) announces that the Data Collection System (DCS) is ready to receive Form 479, Financial and Statistical Report, submissions across the Internet, as was done last year.  The Form 479 has not been modified for the 2002 collection year.

We have reviewed the errors and warnings that the system uses to help you discover problems in your data before submitting to RUS.  The review turned up a number that we have revised so that unnecessary warnings are not generated.  Please pay careful attention to the warnings and provide an explanation for each warning.

Last year when we announced the new DCS we sent you a Personal Identification Number (PIN).  If you have lost your PIN please contact one of the people listed on the Form 479 page of the DCS web site.  It is RUS policy to only send the PIN by way of a letter to the manager.  The PIN is used to download your historical data and submit your data to RUS.  We recommend that it be given only to the individual who is responsible for Form 479 in your organization.

Your Financial and Statistical Report is due in RUS no later than March 31, 2003.  Your cooperation in submitting the report in a timely manner will be greatly appreciated.  Special instructions have been provided in the enclosure.
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ROBERTA D. PURCELL

Assistant Administrator

Telecommunications Program

Enclosure

The New Data Collection System (DCS)

The Data Collection System (DCS) web site is located at http://dcs.usda.gov.  The site has links to the pages for the Form 7, Form 12 and Form 479.  Most of you have already downloaded the program and installed it.  You will not need to reinstall it unless you have uninstalled the program.  All updates come to you automatically.  If you need to reinstall the program, there are links for this and the Getting Started Guide on the Form 479 page.  Follow the instructions to install and run the program.  Also available on the Form 479 page is RUS Bulletin 1744-2, Instructions for Preparing Financial and Statistical Reports for Telecommunications Borrowers, which has detailed instructions for completing the Form 479.

RUS is in the process of developing a new print routine for the DCS in response to comments from a large number of borrowers.  We expect this modification to be complete in early January, 2003.

When you first used the DCS the year 2001 was already available on the “Select Form Part For Input” screen.  To create a new year (2002) select “Options” from the menu and then “Create New Year”.  The “Create New Year For Data Entry” window will appear.  This window should have 2002 as the new year to create. .  If it has 2002, click the “Create New Year” button and the system will create the new year and return to the “Select Form Part For Input” screen.  If it has 2003, you have already created the year 2002.

Instructions for Contacting RUS

Information about who to contact at RUS for help completing the form and for help using the program is provided on the web site and in the “Getting Started Guide.”  The following addresses are provided for mailing the signed certification page that is required no matter what method of filing is used:

Kenneth Kuchno, Director



Ken B. Chandler, Director

Eastern Area





Southwest Area

Telecommunications Program


Telecommunications Program

USDA/Rural Utilities Service



USDA/Rural Utilities Service

1400 Independence Avenue SW


1400 Independence Avenue SW

STOP 1599, Room 2844



STOP 1597, Room 2808

Washington, DC  20250-1599


Washington, DC  20250-1597





Jerry H. Brent, Director





Northwest Area





Telecommunications Program





USDA/Rural Utilities Service





1400 Independence Avenue SW





STOP 1595, Room 2835





Washington, DC  20250-1595

Rural Development is an Equal Opportunity Lender, Provider, and Employer

Complaints of discrimination should be sent to:

USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Washington, DC  20250-9410
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